
From its beginning, the Charitable Pharmacy of Central Ohio stretched the bounds of its 

resources in an effort to provide high-quality pharmaceutical services to as many patients 

as possible. Even while capping the number of new patients qualified per day, the Pharmacy 

is quickly approaching the 1,500-patient mark expected to be reached by the end of 2011. 

To meet this increasing demand, the 

Charitable Pharmacy has joined Ohio 

State University’s College of Pharmacy 

rotation, ensuring that at least two 

senior student pharmacists will work at 

the Charitable Pharmacy each month 

(with the exceptions of December and 

June, when students are on break). 

Even in those two off months, a good 

number of student pharmacists return 

to the Charitable Pharmacy to 

volunteer their time. 
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Most people agree that a Charitable 

Pharmacy is a good idea; few, however, 

realize the planning, coordination, and vision 

required to make the Pharmacy a reality. 

Garnering community support, raising the 

funds for purchasing generic medications 

and paying staff, establishing avenues for 

acquiring brand-name medications, applying 

for a license from the state board of 

pharmacy, and finding a passionate, 

compassionate director...all these and more 

make the creation of a Charitable Pharmacy 

a challenge...but certainly not impossible. 

For those interested in pursuing this vision, 

the Charitable Pharmacy will be offering a 

workshop designed to inform and stimulate 

ideas. Though a date has not yet been set, 

the Pharmacy staff would like to know how 

much interest might be generated around a 

workshop and information session. To 

express your interest, and be added to the 

email distribution list for further 

information, please send an email to 

charitablepharmacy@gmail.com.  
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Did You Know? 

 

• In 2009, 43.6 million 

people in the U.S. 

were living in 

poverty, or about 

14.3% of Americans. 

• More than 1.5 

million Ohioans do 

not have health 

insurance. 

• In the State of Ohio, 

Medicaid is only 

available to children, 

pregnant women, 

people with 

disabilities, or those 

over age 65. 

• Even with Medicaid, 

certain medications 

may not be covered, 

or co-pays may not 

be affordable. 

• Food Stamps cannot 

be used to purchase 

medications or 

toiletries. 

(Sources:  feedingamerica.org; 

jfs.ohio.gov; dispatch.com) 

A ministry of the West Ohio 

Conference of the United 

Methodist Church 

Kim, Andrew, & Holly are July’s OSU Student Pharmacists 



Mark Payne is one of the Charitable Pharmacy’s newest volunteers. 

He first came to the Pharmacy as a patient, referred by Alvis House, 

which works with individuals in transition from the criminal justice 

system as they reenter the community. In gratitude for the services 

the Pharmacy provided him, Mark asked if he could volunteer in some 

way that would allow him to give back. Starting out as a substitute 

door greeter, Mark’s dependability led the Pharmacy’s hospitality 

volunteer coordinator to offer him a ‘full-time’ position when another 

volunteer had to step down. “Mark’s commitment to the Charitable 

Pharmacy is commendable,” says Mariellyn Dunlap, who coordinates 

the Pharmacy’s hospitality volunteers. “Just looking at his history, you 

might assume that having a volunteer who’s been through the criminal 

justice system isn’t the best idea. But Mark breaks that stereotype, and 

I believe he’ll continue to do so in the future.” 
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